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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -43 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Vilhuber, US Patent 6,470,453. 

a) As to claims 1, 12, 23 and 34, Vilhuber discloses a computer-readable 
medium, a computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, and an apparatus (col. 4, 
lines 65-67) for validating connections to a network system comprising a network router 
(Fig. 5, element 500; col. 13, lines 34-39) comprises a processor (Fig.5, element 504), a 
port operable for coupling the processor to a WAN (Fig. 5, element 528; col. 14, lines 
53-67 to col. 15, lines 1-14), a port operable for coupling the processor to a LAN (Fig. 5, 
element 522); a smart card reader coupled to the processor (col. 2, lines 56-59); 
circuitry operable for reading data from a smart card inserted into the smart card reader, 
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wherein the data includes information on how to dial up a data processing system over 
the WAN; and circuitry operable for dialing up the data processing system over the 
WAN using the information (col. 4, lines 1-8; col. 6, lines 25-27). 

b) As to claims 2, 13, 24 and 35, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
wherein the data processing system is associated with an ISP (Fig. 1, element 104), 
and wherein the information includes the phone number of the ISP (col. 1, lines 21-23; 
col. 3, lines 14-23; col. 6, lines 59-61). 

c) As to claims 3, 14, 25 and 36, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
wherein the data includes networking parameters read by the ISP to configure a 
connection between the router and the data processing system (col. 3, lines 50-52; col. 
7, lines 44-47). 

d) As to claims 4, 15, 26 and 37, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
further comprising: circuitry operable for receiving from the data processing system over 
the WAN configuration information; and circuitry operable for writing the configuration 
information onto the smart card via the smart card reader (col. 11, lines 18-24). 

e) As to claims 5, 16, 27 and 38, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
wherein the configuration information includes a PPP user ID and password (col. 1, 
lines 44-46; col. 2, lines 10-13). 
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f) As to claims 6, 17, 28 and 39, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
wherein the configuration information includes a local phone number for dialing up the 
ISP (col. 14, lines 37-67). 

g) As to claims 7, 18 and 29, Vilhuber discloses the network router further 
comprising circuitry operable for permitting a plurality of computers coupled to the router 
via the LAN to access the ISP using the configuration information (col. 6, lines 30-34). 

h) As to claims 8, 19, 30 and 40, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
further comprising: circuitry operable for establishing a connection between the router 
and the data processing system and circuitry operable for channeling the connection to 
a specified virtual private network (Fig. 1, elements 101 and 103). 

i) As to claims 9, 20, 31 and 41, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
further comprising circuitry operable for permitting access on the virtual private network 
only at a security level specified in the information on the smart card (col. 2, lines 28-32; 
col. 11, lines 35-40). 

j) As to claims 10, 21, 32 and 42, Vilhuber discloses the network router 
wherein the WAN is an Intranet (col. 3, lines 14-17). 
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k) As to claims 11, 22, 33 and 43, Viihuber discloses the network router 
further comprising circuitry operable for permitting access to the Intranet as a function of 
security information stored on the smart card (col. 3, lines 15-23). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure 

a) US 2002/0040434 to Elliston et al. discloses techniques for providing and 
obtaining research and development information technology on remote computing 
resources. 

b) US 2002/0037004 to Bossemeyer et al. discloses home gateway system 
and method. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Dieu Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9727. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 703-306-3036. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



Minh Dieu Nguyen 
Examiner 
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